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1999 Similar Schools Ranks 

In April of 2000, the Technical Design Group (TDG) of the Advisory Committee for the 
Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) of 1999 completed a report describing the 
construction and interpretation of the Academic Performance Index (API) decile ranks 
relative to schools with similar characteristics required by the PSAA. The PSAA 
Technical Report 00-1 focused on the 1999 similar schools ranks (SSRs) published in 
April 2000. The April similar schools ranks reported a school’s 1999 Base API relative to 
a selected group of similar schools. The report included seven sections: 

1. Summary of the PSAA legislation pertaining to similar schools 

2. Definitions and data sources for the similar characteristics defined in law 

3. Description of the review and analyses undertaken by the TDG 

4. Description of the approach adopted for determining SSRs 

5. Discussion of the interpretation of decile ranks 

6. Questions and answers about the SSRs 

7. Appendices: 

a. 	 Listing of TDG members and their affiliations 

b. Graphic displays illustrating the calculation of the SSRs 

c. 	 Tables showing the descriptive statistics for elementary, middle, and high 
schools 

d. Tables showing the correlations for elementary, middle, and high schools 

Additional information concerning the PSAA Technical Report 00-1, is available in the 
Construction of California's 1999 School Characteristics Index and Similar Schools Ranks 
on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/documents/tdgreport0400.pdf or 
you may contact the Policy and Evaluation Division at (916) 319-0863 or by e-mail at 
aau@cde.ca.gov. 

2006 Similar Schools Ranks 

The 2006 SSRs were calculated following the principles that were employed for the 
1999 and 2000 SSRs. For a description of the SSRs methodology, please refer to the 
PSAA Technical Report 00-1. Note that sources for some of the data elements included 
in these calculations have changed. Please refer to pages 38 through 43 of the 2006 
Base Academic Performance Index Report Information Guide currently available on the 
CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/documents/infoguide06b.pdf. 
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Starting in 2005, six new factors were added to calculate the School Characteristics 
Index. These factors cover grade span enrollments, students in the gifted and talented 
education program (GATE), students with disabilities, reclassified fluent-English-
proficient students (which is combined with English learners), students in migrant 
education programs, and students in full-day-reduced class size. In 2006, the full-day-
reduced class size factor was not available, therefore, was dropped from the 
calculation. Since some schools had a large number of records missing GATE 
information, the percentage of students in GATE was adjusted. The formula applied 
was: the number of student records with a ‘yes’ in GATE divided by the number of 
student records with a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in GATE plus the number of missing records 
multiplied the average percentage of GATE students by related school type of 
elementary, middle, or high. For more information regarding SSRs, please visit the CDE 
Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/documents/simschl06b.pdf. 

This 2006 Supplement to the PSAA Technical Report 00-1 provides the descriptive 
statistics, regression coefficients, and correlation tables for elementary, middle, and 
high schools specific to the 2006 Base API SSR calculations. This information 
supplements Appendices C and D of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1. Regression 
coefficients comprise the rightmost columns of Appendix C. 
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